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Reviews 


Cassell’s Encyclopaedia of World Liter- 
ature. Editor, S. H. Steinberg. 2v. 
New York, Funk & Wagnalls Co., 
[cl1954]. xxiv, 2086p. 24.7cm. cloth 
$25; to schools, 25 per cent discount; 


to libraries, 20 per cent discount. 


Cassell’s Encyclopaedia is a new work 
which first appeared in 1953 in England 
under the title Cassell’s Encyclopaedia 
of Literature. 

The two volumes of Cassell’s Ency- 
clopaedia are divided into three parts 
covering “some 80 literatures.” Part I, 
“General Subjects,” is made up of two 
categories of subject matter: (1) his- 
tories of the literatures of the world, 
(2) topics of general literary impor- 
tance. Of the first the publishers’ pros- 
pectus states, “While greater space has 
been accorded to the main Western and 
Asian literatures . . . particular care 
has been given to those literatures not 
always adequately dealt with in works 
of reference (Eskimo, Gaucho, Ossetic, 
Basque, Tibetan, Polynesian, etc.).” “In 
all there are 555 articles in Part I, rang- 
ing in length from two lines on Bob- 
and-Wheel to 10,000 words on the Bi- 
ble.” These articles comprise literary 


forms, literary schools, and genres. A 
random selection reveals such diversi- 
fied topics as Best-seller, Science Fic- 
tion, Broadcasting, Burlesque, Patron- 
age, Extravaganza (a stage term). Part 
II contains the biographies of writers 
who died before August 1, 1914; Part 
III the biographies of those who were 
living at the outbreak of the first world 
war or who were born after it. By edi- 
torial policy the biographies in Part III 
are shorter than those in Part II. 

The aim of this work is expressed in 
the prospectus: “to provide scholarly 
information in attractive, easily acces- 
sible form, to interest the general reader 
casually looking up a subject, and to 
provide students and specialists with 
authoritative research information.” 

The dust jacket states that 230 schol- 
ars and critics of more than 30 different 
nationalities wrote the articles. Sigfrid 
Henry Steinberg, the editor, also has 
been editor of the Statesman’s Year- 
book since 1946 and was assistant editor 
of Chambers’s Encyclopaedia from 1945 
to 1949. Most of the contributors are 
professors in English universities; only 
four Americans were found on the list. 
The contributors are listed with de- 
grees, positions, and subjects for which 
they are responsible. Articles are signed 
with initials. The following well-known 
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names appear: J. G. B. Kemsley (Jour- 
nalism), H. D. F. Kitto (Tragedy), 
Janko Lavrin (Russian biographies), 
W. J. Macqueen-Pope (Burlesque; Ex- 
travaganza), Roger Manvell (Cinema), 
C. T. Onions (Prosody), Edith Sitwell 
(Poetry). 

Articles on 27 national literatures 
appear on pages 1-245 (v. 1). All but 
three of the entries are also included 
in Shipley’s Encyclopedia of Literature. 
Articles on five other literatures (Cor- 
nish, Eskimo, Polynesian, Tibetan and 
Yiddish) which the editor of Cassell’s 
had listed in the Preface as examples of 
literatures “not always dealt with in 
works of reference” are treated about 
equally well in Shipley. 

Some comparisons were made with 
articles on national literatures in the 
Columbia Dictionary of Modern Euro- 
pean Literature. These revealed that 
the portions devoted to the modern pe- 
riod in Cassell’s are considerably briefer 
and the information more sketchy than 
in Columbia. 

The 27 articles on national literatures 
between pages 1 and 245 vary in length 
from one column to 26 columns. Many 
of the longer articles (Canadian, Chi- 
nese, English, French, but not Ameri- 
can) have period or century subheads 
in full capitals, but these do not stand 
out clearly. 

The articles trace a country’s litera- 
ture from its beginnings to the present, 
mentioning trends and developments 
and many of the outstanding writers 
and their contributions. Critical state- 
ments are expressed, but these are of 
necessity brief. The condensation can 
lead to ambiguity. No factual errors 
were discovered. 


Very little or no biographical infor- 
mation is included in the literary his- 
tories; therefore, the user must consult 
Part II or III for it. No use of q.v. or 
“See Biographical Sections” is made in 
connection with individuals, but in most 
cases biographies are included for all 
writers mentioned. Cross references are 
used in articles primarily by use of g.v. 
to refer to articles having a separate 
entry. There are also cross references 
from a main entry term, not used, to the 
form used. While not numerous, see 
also references appear at the ends of 
some articles. 

Part I contains descriptive articles 
on the various literary genres such as 
the essay, the short story, satire, dia- 
logue, and children’s books; on literary 
movements: Gongorism, Futurism, the 
Parnassian school, the Troubadours; on 
criticism, censorship, copyright. 
Some of these are brief definitions, 
while others are monographic. The arti- 
cle on literary periodicals (p. 410-418) 
contains considerable information of a 
superior quality, but in the appended 
list arranged by country, one questions 
why Esquire and the New York Times 
Book Review are included, but Kenyon 
Review, Saturday Review and New 
York Herald Tribune Book Review are 
not. The two-line history of Nouvelle 
Revue Frangaise indicates its revival in 
1953. 

For many literary works, mainly pre- 
eighteenth century, there are title en- 
tries which contain summaries of the 
works, their importance, and listings of 
editions. 

In the biographical sketches the in- 
formation is presented in a more or less 
uniform manner: place and date of 
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birth, marriage date and name of 
spouse, date of divorce, place and date 
of death. The key to the special symbols 
used is located in volume 1 immediately 
preceding the first page of Part I and 
is not repeated elsewhere. The bio- 
graphical sketches continue with a brief 
identification of the individual (e.g., 
“English historian,” “Spanish scholar, 
bibliophile and writer”), a narrative 
account of his life, and a bibliography 
of works by and about him. The longer 
sketches contain also a critical analysis 
of the writer’s work. 

The biographical articles vary in 
length from about two lines to four 
columns in the case of Dante Alighieri; 
the majority are approximately 25 lines, 
including bibliography. 

See references are used to refer to 
the form of the name used. Pseudonyms 
are used generally when they are better 
known than the real names. Pronuncia- 
tion is not shown. 

The editors state that if biographies 
of little-known Central-European and 
Asian writers seem disproportionately 
large, this is because they are not easily 
found elsewhere. The 102 entries be- 
tween B and Barret are distributed as 
follows: 75 from Western Europe and 
the Western Hemisphere, 15 Eastern 
European and Russian, 2 classical Greek 
and Roman, 3 Asiatic, and 7 from the 
Near East. Twenty-two names out of 
72 between D and D’Azeglio were not 
found in several other standard refer- 
ence works. 

Recency of information was checked 
by comparing death dates with the 
obituaries of literary figures in the 
Britannica Book of the Year 1953. Of 
the 20 names selected, 11 are not listed 
in Cassell’s. However, the death dates 
for all but one of the others (Alfred 
Neumann) are given. Many contempo- 
rary writers of note are to be found; 


among omissions are: James Hilton, 
Alice Tisdale Hobart, Margaret Ken- 
nedy, Irvin Shaw, Erico Verissimo, and 
Herman Wouk. The death date for Edna 
St. Vincent Millay (October 19, 1950) 
is not given, and the birth date of 
Arthur Miller is given as 1916 (without 
month and day), whereas the correct 
date is October 17, 1915. The article on 
Ernest Hemingway mentions his receiv- 
ing the Pulitzer prize in 1953, but his 
divorce from Martha Gellhorn and his 
fourth marriage are not recorded. 

In order to eliminate repetitions, facts 
which may be discovered in the bibliog- 
raphies of articles are not repeated in 
the text, and works which have been 
cited in the text, with dates, are not re- 
peated in the bibliographies. In the 
bibliographies appended to biographical 
articles the works by the individual are 
listed first, often grouped by form (e.g., 
novels, short stories, verse). Date of 
publication (but not place) is given. A 
list of critical articles follows. Periodical 
material by and about the author is also 
cited. Titles of recent date of both 
works by and about the biographee are 
included but the bibliographies are by 
no means complete. 

On the whole the style is readable, 
factual, and objective. At times there 
is a subjective quality not often found 
in an encyclopedia, e.g., in the article 
on plot, “Plot, then, in its landscape- 
gardening sense of design, means a de- 
sign of action... .” 

The format is satisfactory: the type 
clear and readable, the binding durable. 

There is some question for whom 
this work is suitable. Generally speak- 
ing, the conciseness of the articles would 
make it less useful to scholars or spe- 
cialists, but they might find the bibliog- 
raphies helpful although incomplete. 
The immature student and the casual 
reader are more likely to find the arti- 
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cles sufficiently informative even though 
they may not be able to comprehend 
some of the obscure statements and un- 
explained terms. The division of biog- 
raphies into Parts II and III is some- 
what inconvenient. 

The publishers’ claim that this ency- 
clopaedia “makes available to the stu- 
dent of comparative literature factual 
and critical matter for which recourse 
would otherwise have to be made to a 
large number of individual sources, 
both English and foreign” is substanti- 
ated by the evidence, even though the 
material is not always treated as thor- 
oughly as in those other sources. Cas- 
sell’s Encyclopaedia of World Literature 
is recommended for general reference 
use. 


Leaders in American Science: An Ilus- 
trated Biographical Directory of Emi- 
nent Leaders in Research, Industrial, 
Governmental, and Educational Sci- 
entific Fields in the United States and 
Canada. Robert C. Cook, editor; Elea- 
nor Carroll, associate editor. Nash- 
ville, Tenn., Who’s Who in American 
Education, Inc., [c1953]. 703p. ports. 
24cm. cloth $12; to libraries, 10 per 
cent discount. 


This is a new, biennial, biographical 
work in the field of science prepared by 
the publishers of Who’s Who in Ameri- 
can Education and Presidents of Ameri- 
can Colleges and Universities. The pub- 
lishers state that it contains 13,500 
biographies and over 1200 portraits. The 
editor, Dr. Robert C. Cook, is president 
of Mississippi Southern College. 

The work is divided into two parts. 
A classified list of 1300 “Distinguished 
American Scientists” gives under spe- 
cialized fields of pure and applied sci- 
ence names of individuals nominated as 
the outstanding authorities in their re- 
spective fields by a poll of 50,000 sci- 


entists. The editors sent out question- 
naires to “every conceivable kind of 


scientist” and nominations received 
were submitted to hundreds of scientists 
for criticisms and suggestions. In most 
instances the list gives only name and 
address, and in some cases, name only. 
A number of names in the list do not 
appear in the biographical portion of 
the book. 

The second section of the book con- 
tains the alphabetical biographical di- 
rectory. In preparing the list of names 
of men and women in the United States 
and Canada for this section, the editors 
included officers and Fellows in na- 
tional science organizations; members 
of the National Academy of Science, 
Sigma Xi, and a few others; and indi- 
viduals personally recommended by 
reputable scientists. In addition, they 
checked the columns of Time for the 
past four years for newsworthy names, 
and the past issues of the World Alma- 
nac for winners of science awards. 

According to the Preface, sketches 
were written from original data sup- 
plied by the biographees. Printed two 
columns to a page, the information con- 
sists of the name, current position, ad- 
dress, field or specialty (in capital let- 
ters), birthplace, date of birth, parents, 
education, marriage, children, experi- 
ence, memberships, awards, publication 
record, war record, and special interests 
within the field. Additional information 
in some entries includes travel, hon- 
ors and awards, Ph.D. topics, hobbies, 
achievements of general interest, and 
listings in other biographical directories. 
Photographs of biographees accompany 
approximately 12 per cent of the en- 
tries. Approximately 70 to 75 per cent 
of the biographical sketches contain 
only the name, position, address and 
specialty. Frequently the more promi- 
nent men did not have full biographical 
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sketches. In some cases only the name 
and address are listed because data 
were not supplied by the biographee. 

Leaders in American Science was 
compared with American Men of Sci- 
ence, Who Knows and What, and Who’s 
Who in America with respect to scope 
and duplication of information. Leaders, 
substantially lower in cost, has approxi- 
mately one-fourth as many entries as 
American Men of Science or Who’s Who 
in America. It has approximately the 
same number as Who Knows and What. 
The sampling indicates that Leaders 
contains biographical data for some 
3500 scientists not included in these 
directories. Because of its recency, it 
may provide later information than that 
in the other works. However, since in- 
formation in a high percentage of en- 
tries in Leaders is brief, it is insufficient 
for some types.of data. 

The alphabetical arrangement of en- 
tries makes it relatively self indexing 
for names of individuals. The editors 
call attention to the fact that a number 
of sketches with photographs are not in 
alphabetical order “due to the inability 
of our printers to fit the engravings on 
the pages in proper order.” This is a 
disturbing factor since an entry may be 
as much as a half-page out of the nor- 
mal alphabetical sequence, and would 
not be found without careful checking. 

There is no index to subject fields 
except the one in the list of distin- 
guished scientists which includes less 
than 10 per cent of the total listings in 
the directory proper. 

The inclusion of photographs of biog- 
raphees (14% x 1% inches) is one of 
the unique features of the directory. 
Most of the pictures are clear and of 
good contrast. The biographical data 
blank requested biographees to remit 
$3.50 “to pay the cost of the engraving,” 
and stated that the engraving would be 


returned on request after publication; 
if biographees had cuts in the 1951-52 
Who’s Who in American Education, 
those cuts could be used without charge. 

Data are presented in a consistent 
style. Abbreviations and symbols to 
designate items of information, such as 
b for birth, Edn. for education, and m. 
for married are used, but no key to 
abbreviations is included in the work. 
This omission is not disturbing for 
standard items such as those cited 
above, but sometimes causes difficulty 
in interpreting titles of positions, organ- 
ization memberships, and publication 
activity. 

The work is similar in format to the 
other series issued by this publisher. 
Printed on a good grade of glossy paper 
in clear, readable type, it is bound in 
red library grade cloth with gold letter- 
ing. Although the binding is service- 
able, the narrow inner margin pre- 
cludes rebinding. 

As a new selective biographical direc- 
tory, Leaders in American Science pro- 
vides an additional source of informa- 
tion about scientists. It may be the only 
source of published information about 
some persons, and for others it may 
contain information which is more up to 
date than that in other sources. Al- 
though it has attempted to cover a 
broad range of special fields and to pro- 
vide complete concise information on 
each individual, it is incomplete in a 
number of cases; in other cases it is a 
repetition of information contained in 
other sources. Leaders in American Sci- 
ence is recommended only as a supple- 
mentary source of information about 
scientists. 


The New Century Cyclopedia of Names. 
Edited by Clarence L. Barnhart with 
the assistance of William D. Halsey 
and a staff of more than 350 consult- 
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ing scholars, special editors, and other 
contributors. 3v. New York, Appleton- 
Century-Crofts, Inc. [cl1954]. xxviii, 
4342p. 27.5cm. fabrikoid $39.50; to 
schools and libraries, 25 per cent dis- 
count, 


The original Century Cyclopedia of 
Names was published in 1894 as a sup- 
plement to the Century Dictionary. It 
was revised and enlarged in 1911, at 
which time a supplement of about 3000 
names was added. The present publica- 
tion, according to the Preface, is over 
twice the size of the original work, and 
“more than 100,000 proper 
names of every description—persons, 
historical events, plays and 
operas, works of fiction, literary char- 
acters, works of art, mythological and 
legendary persons and places, and any 
other class of proper names of interest 
or importance today.” Names are those 
“about which information would be 
likely to be sought.” Work on this edi- 
tion has been in progress since 1947. 

The in chief is the distin- 
guished lexicographer, Clarence L. 
Barnhart, editor of The American Col- 
lege Dictionary and of the Thorndike- 
Barnhart dictionaries. The Editorial Ad- 
visory Committee is headed by Dr. 
W. Cabell Greet, Professor of English, 
Barnard College, Columbia University, 
and 


contains 


places, 


editor 


includes seven other university 
professors and Mr. Paul North Rice, 
formerly Chief of the Reference Depart- 
ment (now retired), New York Public 
Library. The prefatory material lists 
66 Consulting Editors and 194 Special 
Consultants, many of whom are univer- 


sity professors, giving their positions, 
the special subjects for which they were 
responsible, and titles of books which 
they have written on these subjects. 
Many of the consultants are well-known 
authors. 


The individual entries in the cyclo- 
pedia, arranged alphabetically, are not 
signed, and there is no list of the biog- 
raphies for which the help of special 
consultants was obtained, but it is pos- 
sible by looking through the lists of 
consultants to find the subjects for 
which each is responsible. For conven- 
ience, the lists of editors and consult- 
ants are included in all three volumes. 

The New Century Cyclopedia of 
Names shows great expansion over the 
1911 edition not only in inclusiveness of 
subject matter but in the revision of 
individual entries. Many of the articles, 
even on older subjects, include addi- 
tional material. The article on Edgar 
Allan Poe has been expanded from 47 
to 107 lines, adding more biographical 
detail and a new discussion of his im- 
portance and influence. A subject as 
dated as the Ordinance of 1784 has been 
expanded by the addition of five lines 
showing its significance. 

A sampling consisting of all entries 
beginning with the letters As (about 
400 items) was examined and checked 
for inclusion in the Century Cyclopedia 
of Names (1911 ed.), the Columbia En- 
cyclopedia, the Encyclopedia Ameri- 
cana, Benet’s Reader’s Encyclopedia, 
Webster’s Biographical Dictionary, and 
Webster’s Geographical Dictionary. This 
check showed that about 12.5 per cent 
of the entries of the sample examined 
in the New Century were cross refer- 
ences. Of the remainder, approximately 
10 per cent did not appear in any of 
the other volumes checked. There were 
about 150 names included in the other 
volumes that are not in the New Cen- 
tury. Many of these were rather ob- 
scure Bible names and small towns in 
the United States. The New Century’s 
total of about 400 entries in this sample 
is more than twice that of the largest 
of the comparable lists of names in the 
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other volumes examined. While the 
selection of names varies in any such 
lists and some are stronger in particular 
fields, the New Century offers a broader 
general coverage than the others. 

Dividing the entries by general sub- 
jects it was found that approximately 
33 per cent were biographical; 31 per 
cent were place names; 10 per cent 
were for physical features such as 
rivers, lakes, volcanoes, dams, etc.; 11 
per cent were references to literary 
works or characters; 4 per cent were 
for historical events; 3 per cent were 
for mythology; 2.5 per cent were Bibli- 
cal; and 5 per cent were miscellaneous. 

The biographical entries vary in 
length from about three lines, showing 
only the basic facts of birth, death, 
occupation or other distinction, to a 
three and one-half column article on 
George Washington, which gives not 
only the facts of his life but also an 
account of his military operations in 
the Revolution, the problems faced by 
his administration, and a bibliography 
of 13 items. Woodrow Wilson is allotted 
three and one-fourth columns, Franklin 
D. Roosevelt three and one-half, Joseph 
Stalin two, and Winston Churchill one 
and one-half. There are bibliographical 
references for Wilson and Churchill, 
but none for Roosevelt and Stalin. 

The set is remarkably current in some 
of its biographical information. The 
deaths of Dylan Thomas (November 9, 
1953) and of Fred M. Vinson (Septem- 
ber 8, 1953) are recorded. The dismissal 
of Lavrenti Beria in July 1953 and the 
charge of treason against him are in- 
cluded, but not his execution, reported 
in December 1953. 

There is considerable variation in the 
type of treatment of literary figures. 
The three-column Shakespeare article 
is devoted largely to biographical detail 
and to the editions and texts of the 


plays. The two and one-third column 
George Bernard Shaw article is more 
descriptive of his personality and the 
ideas that motivated his plays, and in- 
cludes a critical evaluation of his stat- 
ure as a writer. A two-column article 
on Dostoevski gives a half-column to 
his life, and the rest to summaries of 
his most outstanding books. Although 
this sketch includes brief synopses of 
Crime and Punishment, The Brothers 
Karamazov, The Idiot, Poor Folk, The 
Demons (or The Possessed), the only 
one of these that has its own title entry 
in the Cyclopedia is Crime and Punish- 
ment, and that is a two-line item giv- 
ing only author and date, with nothing 
about the story or any reference to the 
synopsis included under the author’s 
name, There is a noticeable absence of 
q.v. references throughout the New 
Century, although an occasional refer- 
ence to a related article was noted. 
The articles for countries and states 
are truly encyclopedic, usually being 
subdivided under the headings Popula- 
tion, area and political divisions; Ter- 
rain and climate; Industry, agriculture 
and trade; History; Culture. The article 
on the United States covers 9% col- 
umns and that on the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics 12 columns. The 
state articles run from one to two col- 
umns, showing great expansion over 
the original Century, which treated 
most of them in 20- to 30-line entries. 
The entries for cities and towns show 
country, location in relation to other 
points, industries, outstanding historical 
facts or points of interest, and popula- 
tion. In all cases the date of the popu- 
lation figure is given. For the United 
States 1950 census figures are used. 
One of the very helpful features of 
the geographical entries is the inclusion 
of variant spellings and older forms of 
place names. The variant spellings oc- 
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cur most frequently in the case of for- 
eign names. In the As sample checked 
names and places of ancient 
Egyptian Assyrian history ap- 
peared. The entry Asyut shows four 
variant spellings and one former name. 


many 
and 


In each case there is a cross reference 
the 
under 


from variant or former name to 
that Which the main entry is 
found. Variant spellings do not seem 
to be shown quite as uniformly for 
personal names. 

In addition to the historical informa- 
tion found under biographical and geo- 
graphical names there are many sepa- 
rate entries for historical events, such 
as wars, battles, treaties, international 
conferences, legislation, etc. The term 
“name” is interpreted rather broadly 
and includes such items as Open Door 
Policy, Point Four, and “Share-the- 
Wealth” Movement. Many Supreme 
Court cases are included, usually with 
some comment on the significance of 
the decision. 

Entries in the field of literature and 
the arts include authors, artists, musi- 
cians, titles of books, poems, songs, 
paintings, characters in books, dramatic 
works, mythology, etc. Some of these 
entries are brief notations merely iden- 
tifying the work or character, but others 
are more descriptive, as that on Abdul 
the Bulbul Ameer which gives a note 
on the background of the song and 
quotes the first four lines. 

Pronunciation of all names offering 
difficulty is marked. There is a Key to 
Pronunciation in the front of each vol- 
ume and a line of words across the bot- 
tom of each page giving the sounds of 
each type of marking. At the end of 
volume 3 is a 42-page “List of Prenames 
Used in This Work” with pronuncia- 
tions marked, a device which avoids 
unnecessary duplication of markings. 

Volume 3 includes a number of use- 


ful lists: Chronological Table of World 
History; Lists of Rulers, Chiefs of State, 
and Other Notables, by Country; States 
of the United States and of the Con- 
federacy; Genealogical Charts; Mem- 
bers of the United Nations; Table of 
Popes; and Geological Table. The Gen- 
ealogical Charts, which cover the royal 
families of England, France and Spain, 
have been brought up to date. All the 
other lists are either new or greatly 
expanded over the 1911 edition. 

Because alphabetizing in a work of 
this nature is complicated, a detailed 
explanation of the system adopted is 
included in the section called “How to 
Use the New Century Cyclopedia of 
Names” in the front of each volume. 
Since the system used is different from 
the usual library filing practice, it will 
be necessary to become thoroughly fa- 
miliar with the arrangement if material 
is not to be missed. For example, abbre- 
viations such as St. and Mr. are filed as 
they stand instead of being spelled out. 

Cross references are used very liber- 
ally throughout the work, and in the 
sample checked all were found to be 
correct. A mistake was noted in the 
reference from Hoover Commission Re- 
port to Administrative Reorganization, 
a heading which could not be located. 

One error of fact was observed in 
the article on Washington, D.C. which 
states that the Smithsonian Institution 
includes the Phillips Memorial Gallery. 
This is, and always has been, privately 
owned and directed. 

Generally speaking the style is read- 
able and descriptive, especially in the 
longer articles, and an effort is made to 
show the importance of the subject and 
not just the bare facts. 

The text is set two columns to a page, 
in 8 point type, with headings in larger, 
bold-faced type, and hanging inden- 
tions. Inner margins seem narrow. The 
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paper is thin but sufficiently opaque. 
The volumes are bound in dark red 
fabrikoid, with gold lettering; because 
the books are heavy, the hinges need 
reinforcing. The end papers of volume 
3, which consist of a chart of the United 
States presidents and their wives, terms, 
vice-presidents, and cabinets, would 
probably be lost in rebinding. 

The New Century Cyclopedia of 
Names offers a wealth of information on 
a wide range of subjects. It is well- 
written, thorough, up to date, and spe- 
cific in its information, and even though 
much of the information may be avail- 
able in other sources, the convenience 
of having it all in one place should 
make it extremely useful. It is recom- 
mended. 


Thesaurus of Orchestral Devices. By 
Gardner Read. New York, Pitman 
Publishing Corp., [c1953]. xxi, 631p. 
illus. tables. 25.5cm. linen $15. 


This is a new work by Gardner Read, 
who is well established as a composer 
and musical theorist and is now on the 
faculty of the Boston University College 
of Music. 

In the Preface the author states, “This 
Thesaurus of Orchestral Devices is in- 
tended to be a lexicon of instrumenta- 
tion which will serve the student and/or 
professional orchestrator in the same 
manner and to the same degree that 
Bartlett's Familiar Quotations, Roget’s 
Thesaurus of English Words, or Web- 
ster’s New International Dictionary aid 
both the student of literature and the 
established writer. As far as is known, 
no such thesaurus of orchestration has 
ever before been compiled.” 

The book is designed for practical 
and specific guidance rather than for 
theoretical or aesthetic treatment. In 
the author’s words, “the number of 
times a work is, or is not, quoted from 


is absolutely no indication of the com- 
position’s artistic worth ... it is en- 
tirely a matter of how much each 
makes use of and clearly illustrates the 
technical devices with which this book 
is primarily concerned.” For similar 
reasons, “the overwhelming majority of 
the scores referred to .. . are impres- 
sionistic or programmatic in content 
and style, for most of the orchestral 
devices listed herein are products of 
essentially harmonic music, dramatic 
and romantic in concept—descriptive in 
effect.” In his quotations, the author 
concentrated on serious symphonic 
works, and did not include chamber 
music and opera except for “well-known 
operatic excerpts which have become 
part of the standard orchestral reper- 
toire.” 

An introductory part is devoted to 
the nomenclature of the instruments 
(this, like all the terminology in the 
volume, is given in English, Italian, 
French, and German) and a compara- 
tive table of high and low ranges of in- 
struments for professional and amateur 
orchestras. The evolution of the mod- 
ern symphony orchestra—changes in 
instrumentation and size, from Benevoli 
(1628) to Barték (1943)—is shown by 
a chart of representative examples of 
orchestral works. 

The major portion of the book (p.36- 
581) deals with special effects in scor- 
ing for six instrumental groups: wood- 
winds, brasses, percussion, keyboard 
instruments, harp, and strings. As these 
groups vary in their importance to the 
orchestrator, the space given to them 
varies from 7 pages for keyboard instru- 
ments to 306 pages for strings. Each 
instrumental group is divided into chap- 
ters treating particular effects. Thus 
the part on woodwinds contains such 
chapters as “Extreme or Extended 
Ranges,” “Double-tonguing,” “Vibrato,” 
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and “Muted.” A brief terminological 
chapter concludes each part. 

The outstanding feature of the work 
is its wealth of illustrative references 
drawn from scores that, in the author’s 
opinion, afford striking examples for 
the devices under discussion. Under 
each orchestral device are listed the 
terms and musical notations by which 
it is usually indicated. This is followed 
by citations in alphabetical order, by 
composer’s name. Under each composer 
is given the title of each work referred 
to, and the page and measure with 
which the cited effect begins. The au- 
thor has taken advantage of the re- 
hearsal numbers that divide many 
scores into easily surveyed sections. 
Thus the reference “Ravel, La Valse, 
70, 2b [51]” means that the cited pas- 
sage may be found on page 70 of the 
study score, two measures before re- 
hearsal number 51, An introduction to 
the woodwinds chapters explains the 
arrangement and use of material in the 
Thesaurus. 

To determine which score the author 
used, one must look in the List of Com- 
posers following the instrumental parts 
of the book. There a code number for 
each cited score refers the reader to the 
coded List of Publishers, where he can 
find the edition cited in the Thesaurus. 
Former publishers or alternative edi- 
tions are indicated in brackets. It has 
been the author’s stated policy to cite 
only from published material and to 
select the most accessible study scores 
when several editions were available. 
Since the user is expected to read music 
without difficulty, the problem of vari- 
ant editions is not too serious. 

To see whether the citations were 
easy to use, the two-page section on 
single the harp was 
checked at a large public library where 
65 of the 95 cited scores (or 96 of the 


harmonics on 


136 cited references) were available. 
With one exception, the references were 
quickly found even in cases where the 
editions consulted were at variance 
with those cited in the Thesaurus. 

The work contains four indexes, two 
of which are tables of cross references. 
The Index of Notation shows musical 
symbols used in scoring for various 
effects and refers from each symbol to 
the terms used for it in the Thesaurus. 
The Index of Abbreviations, too, is a 
list of see references (e.g., Kontrafag., 
“see Contrabassoon”). The Index of 
Numerals indexes numerical terms (e.g., 
1 Piccolo, 4-Héndig) which are not 
spelled out again in the 20-page Index 
of Nomenclature and Terminology. This 
concluding index contains the termi- 
nology in the four languages used in the 
Thesaurus. It is a strict letter by letter 
arrangement that allows articles as en- 
try words and has only one entry for 
each term (e.g., La sourdine “Jazz” and 
With plectrum appear only under La 
and With). Thus, while the index is a 
convenient inventory of the terms in the 
volume, it is not very serviceable as a 
finding device if only key words or 
parts of a term are remembered. The 
index would profit by expansion, and 
the terminology in index and text by 
further editing and proofreading; many 
errors such as “chinoso” for “cinese” 
and “Klépper” for “Kléppel” appear in 
the index and the text. 

The typography and make-up are 
well designed for a volume containing 
many citations. Excellent use is made 
of boldface and italics to facilitate read- 
ing down a page of references. There 
are full-page illustrations from 11 scores. 
The paper is strong and opaque, with 
margins wide enough to permit rebind- 
ing. The dark blue binding is attractive, 
but the review copy is already show- 
ing a little strain along the hinges. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





OctToser 1954 59 





The Thesaurus of Orchestral Devices 
should be of definite value to compos- 
ers, arrangers, and music students. Its 
method of citing by reference to scores 
rather than by direct quotation has 
obvious advantages for the musician, 
for it enables him to look up the cited 
passage within its general context, and 
thereby to gain an insight into the 
musical reasons for each orchestral 
effect. At the same time, this method 
gives the Thesaurus the features of an 
index whose practical usefulness de- 
pends in large measure on the avail- 
ability of the study scores cited in its 
pages. With this understanding, the 
Thesaurus is recommended for homes 
and libraries. 


The Van Nostrand Chemist’s Dictionary. 
Board of Editors: Jurgen M. Honig, 
Morris B. Jacobs, S. Z. Lewin, Wil- 
liam R. Minrath, George Murphy. 
New York, D. Van Nostrand Co., Inc., 
[c1953]. iv, 7461p. fabrikoid $10; usual 
discounts to schools and libraries. 


This new dictionary attempts to bring 
together in one volume the information 
most often needed by the chemist. Ac- 
cording to the Preface, the primary ob- 
jective of the book is to furnish to the 
specialist in any one field of chemistry 
the information in all fields up to the 
level of the specialist. The publisher 
states, “Its terms extend throughout 
the special fields of chemistry, inor- 
ganic and organic, analytical and physi- 
cal, as well as industrial chemistry and 
chemical engineering. They include the 
chemical elements, radicals, ions, and 
type-compounds, reflecting the latest 
terminology in naming compounds of 
silicon and phosphorus. They comprise 
more than four thousand chemical reac- 
tions, tests, solutions, apparatus, laws, 
equations and industrial processes, in- 
cluding both the ‘general name’ terms 


and the ‘proper name’ terms. . . . Con- 
taining in all over eleven thousand defi- 
nitions and descriptions. . . .” The edi- 
tors have not attempted complete cov- 
erage of highly specialized fields, and 
have found it necessary often to make 
arbitrary selections. : 

The entries are arranged alphabeti- 
cally in two columns with extra spac- 
ing and capitalization separating defini- 
tions. Definitions vary in length from 
the very short, e.g., congeal: “To solid- 
ify,” to the lengthy 3500 word definition 
and explanation: chemical nomencla- 
ture and pronunciation, covering over 
five pages. According to the Preface, 
the explanations are written in the 
most commonly used terms; atomic en- 
tities, for example, are discussed either 
in the language of quantum mechanics 
or the “classical language” in accord- 
ance with the most common usage of 
the particular term. 

The five editors listed are leaders in 
the chemical field: three are professors 
of chemistry at large universities, one 
a director of laboratories, and the fifth 
the vice-president of the D. Van Nos- 
trand Publishing Company. The indi- 
vidual definitions are unsigned. 

The explanations are given clearly 
and concisely, though in some instances 
they assume background knowledge at 
the university or research level. Many 
chemical diagrams and some tables are 
used to aid the explanations; there are 
no other illustrations. 

There are many cross references; two 
samplings indicated that about 15 per 
cent of the listings are see references. 
According to the “Key Word Plan” of 
indexing, a term used in a definition 
and further defined elsewhere in the 
book is printed in bold-faced type to 
serve as a see also reference. The use of 
see and see also references is not con- 
sistent, however; two definitions of the 
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same term sometimes occur under dif- 
ferent forms of entry with no cross 
reference from one to the other. 

A comparison of this dictionary with 
The Condensed Chemical Dictionary 
(New York: Reinhold, 1942), A New 
Dictionary of Chemistry by Miall (New 
York: 1949) and Hackh’s 
Chemical Dictionary (Philadelphia: 
Blakiston, 1944) very little 
overlapping in terms defined. Among 
any three of these four less than 10 per 
cent similarity was found in one sam- 
pling. All could therefore be used to 
advantage. In the sampling taken, how- 


Longmans, 


indicates 


Hackh contains about twice as 
many terms as Van Nostrand or either 
of the other two. A similar check with 
The American College Dictionary (New 
York: Random, 1947) shows negligible 
overlap. 

The format of Van Nostrand is satis- 
factory. The top of each page carries 
the first and last term listed on the 
page. An index of general terms might 
be useful as an aid to locating unfamil- 
iar processes or definitions. 

The Van Nostrand Chemist’s Diction- 
ary seems to fulfill its stated objective 
of presenting in one volume much use- 
ful information for the practicing chem- 
ist. It is recommended. 


ever, 


Webster’s Unified Dictionary and Ency- 
clopedia: A Concise and Comprehen- 
sive Reference Work, Completely 
New and Up To Date. Planned and 
Written by Modern Educators and 
Lexicographers to Serve the Essen- 
tial Requirements of School, College, 
Office and Self Education at Home. 
Lewis Mulford Adams . . . Edward 
N. Teall ...C. Ralph Taylor... 
D’Arcy G. Van Bokkelen . . . New 
York, H. S. Stuttman Co., [c1953]. 
xvp., 4800 columns, 31p. illus. ports. 
maps. 28.5cm. cloth $14.95; to schools 


and libraries, 40 per cent discount. 


This work is a dictionary and ency- 
clopedia combined in one alphabet. Ai- 
though it is new in its present form, 
copyright information indicates that 
Webzter’s Unified Dictionary and Ency- 
clopedia contains material from Web- 
ster’s New American Dictionary, pub- 
lished 1939-1947, by Books, Inc., and 
revised material from New American 
Encyclopedia, published 1938-1951, by 
the same company. The former has not 
been reviewed in Subscription Books 
Bulletin. The 1939 edition of the latter, 
priced at $1, was reviewed in the July 
1940 issue. 

The Introduction that this 
work “embodies the concerted labors 
and talents . . . of experts who have 
exercised the utmost care in its plan- 
ning, research, revision and prepara- 
tion.” Only four names, however, are 
listed, three of whom are identified as 
holding editorial positions with either 
Webster's New American Dictionary or 
the New American Encyclopedia. The 
fourth is identified as Revision Editor 
of this work. The Introduction is signed 
only H. S. Stuttman Co., Publishers. 

According to the Introduction, Web- 
ster’s Unified contains “more than 83,000 
Unified entries—entries covering the 
essentials of the entire realm of human 
knowledge and activity.” The well- 
known desk dictionaries contain up- 
wards of 125,000 entries. In this work 
there is roughly one encyclopedic entry 
to every four dictionary entries, or ap- 
proximately 17,000 encyclopedic entries. 
The Columbia-Viking Desk Encyclo- 
pedia contains around 31,000 entries. 

To facilitate use of this combined 
work, the publisher has printed dic- 
tionary entries in lower case bold type 
(except for proper nouns), flush with 
the margin, and encyclopedic entries in 


states 
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similar bold type with initial capitals 
(whether or not the word is a proper 
noun), indented in paragraph form. 
About 7 per cent of the entries appear 
to be dual entries, that is, there are 
both a dictionary definition and a fur- 
ther encyclopedic treatment. 

Throughout the dictionary portion 
many inconsistencies are found. Infor- 
mation seems to include pronunciation, 
parts of speech, inflected forms, one or 
more definitions, some variant spellings, 
synonyms and antonyms. Etymologies 
are not given. Pronunciation is shown 
by a “simplified” system of respelling 
and diacritical markings. Since the pro- 
nunciation scheme is termed also “self- 
pronouncing,” no keys to it are found 
in the main alphabet. Aithough the 
practice appears to be to print the entry 
word in solid type, entry words fre- 
quently contain accent and syllabication 
markings which might confuse the read- 
er in the spelling of the words. 

Definitions usually follow a historical 
order. The Guide to the Use of This 
Book states that where a word has 
widely different meanings, new entries 
are made. Definitions are separated 
sometimes by Arabic numerals, at other 
times, merely by semi-colons. 

Various kinds of errors occur: Fluor- 
spar is written as one word in the 
encyclopedic entry, but as two in the 
dictionary definition; the pronuncia- 
tion of niacin is in error; alphabetizing 
is sometimes poor, e.g., duckbill, duck 
soup, ducking stool. 

New words do not seem adequately 
represented in the dictionary portion of 
this work. The incompleteness of cov- 
erage is evidenced in that the Introduc- 
tion refers to “terms you see and hear 
every day ... terms which in one way 
or other essentially affect and influence 
your thinking and feeling... ,” but three 
of the six examples it cites (Iron Cur- 


tain, ACTH, civil rights) cannot be 
found as individual entries in the work. 
Among other omissions are cybernetics, 
napalm, microcard, canasta, and pluto- 
nium, though some of these are found 
under a more general encyclopedic 
entry. 

Topics for encyclopedic treatment 
have been selected for “general interest 
and broad appeal.” Scientific and tech- 
nical topics and the field of current 
world history seem best represented. In 
the areas of the social sciences, fine 
arts, and literature, omissions such as 
the following occur: health insurance, 
juvenile delinquency, musical comedy, 
Sherlock Holmes, and Pulitzer prizes. 
No articles are signed, not even the 
scattered broad articles such as Ameri- 
can Literature. The majority are short 
and entered under small subjects. An 
exception is the article Wages and 
Hours—1938 Federal Wages and Hours 
Law (The Fair Labor Standards Act) 
which covers five columns. No entry, on 
the other hand, is to be found for the 
Taft-Hartley Law. In some dual entries, 
the information given in the encyclo- 
pedic portion is so general or so short 
that it adds little to the dictionary defi- 
nition. An extreme example of this is 
the term cannel coal: 

cannel coal. Bituminous coal contain- 

ing much gas and burning with a 

candlelike flame. [dictionary en- 

try] 

Cannel Coal, kind of coal used 
largely in open grates. [encyclopedic 
entry } 

Various kinds of errors occur in the 
encyclopedic entries; e.g., accents are 
omitted, as in Velazquez and Comédie 
Frangaise; the caption under the pic- 
ture of Woodrow Wilson lists him as 
eighteenth president instead of twenty- 
eighth as in the biography directly fol- 
lowing. 
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The fact that pronunciation is rarely 
given for encyclopedic topics limits the 
work’s usefulness, particularly in the 
cases of personal and place names. 

A positive feature of this work is the 
general up-to-dateness of the encyclo- 
pedic articles, e.g., the arrest of Beria 
in June 1953 in the article Russia. 

Another strong feature of Webster’s 
Unified is its biographies, which are 
generally accurate. The basis for selec- 
tion was that of “contemporary and 
historical figures who have left their 
imprints in the fields of science, litera- 
ture, music, government, business and 
the theater.” Current names in the 
news seem, on the whole, well repre- 
sented. Of 50 names of international 
figures of 1951 and 1952, who are still 
prominent today, 30 appear in this 
work. Death dates are usually recorded. 

Geographical articles range from the 
very short, identifying entries to fairly 
long articles on countries. Population 
figures for the United States, with some 
exceptions, seem to follow the 1950 
census. Foreign population statistics, 
except those for Canada, seem to be 
in line with those in ‘recent statistical 
yearbooks. 

See and see also references are used, 
the former both as direct references to 
other articles and at times as see also 
references at the ends of articles. More 
cross references are needed, however, 
particularly in cases of double entries 
of an encyclopedic topic, e.g., from the 
dictionary entry strabismus, which does 
not mention cross-eye, to the encyclo- 
pedic entry Cross-Eye or Strabismus. 
Inconsistency in entries and lack of 
cross references are evident also in 
geographical topics; e.g., Pyongyang is 
under the Japanese form, Heijo, with 
no reference from the more common 
Korean form. 

The encyclopedic entries make much 


use of abbreviations, containing terms 
like “Gt. Brit.,” “d.” (died), and “est.” 
(established). In very short topics, 
these are not confusing, but they tend 
to delay comprehension in a longer 
article. 

The 31-page appendix, “Webster’s Uni- 
fied Guide to Self Education,” contains 
17 pages of formal grammar explana- 
tions and exercises, formal punctuation 
rules, and vocabulary tests, and in- 
cludes foreign-language Mottoes, Max- 
ims, Quotations, and Phrases ... (6 
pages), Signs and Symbols (2 pages), 
and 7 pages of Abbreviations Com- 
monly Used in Writing and Printing 
Including All Those Which Appear in 
the Text of Webster’s Unified Djction- 
ary and Encyclopedia. 

“Webster’s Unified World Atlas and 
Gazetteer” is a separately paged insert 
of 48 pages in the body of the work. 
The first 35 pages, copyrighted by C. S. 
Hammond & Co., are mainly maps, 
mostly colored, generally clear and up 
to date. A 3-page article on map pro- 
jections is signed by Erwin Raisz. He 
is listed as Lecturer on Cartography, 
Institute of Geographical Exploration, 
Harvard University, a position which 
he no longer holds. A 13-page table— 
Population of, Counties in Continental 
United States, Alaska, Hawaii, and 
Puerto Rico: 1950 and 1940—completes 
the insert. In the caption for this table, 
reference is made to a “table 6 of 
corresponding reports for appropriate 
states.” This table does not appear. 

Webster’s Unified is profusely illus- 
trated, containing “more than 1800 new 
photographs, drawings, and graphic 
charts.” In addition, there are two pages 
in color, entitled “Flags of all Nations” 
and “Coats of Arms of all Nations.” A 
16-page insert, “Our Nature Heritage,” 
comprises 143 colored reproductions of 
paintings of “trees, birds, wildflowers, 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





Octoser 1954 63 





animals, fishes, insects, amphibians and 
reptiles, rocks and minerals.” The series 
is signed by Walter Ferguson and John 
Cody, and is copyrighted by C. S. Ham- 
mond & Co. The reproductions are clear 
and effective and are labeled with both 
common and scientific names; there is 
no text. However, their reference value 
is decreased considerably in that there 
is no index to individual reproductions, 
nor are there cross references from in- 
dividual dictionary or encyclopedic en- 
tries. 

The general up-to-dateness of the 
many black and white photographs, 
which usually appear next to their 
topics, is a strong feature of the work. 
Almost all the important biographies 
and articles on countries are supple- 
mented by recent signed photographs. 

Webster’s Unified has a three-column 
page with columns rather than pages 
numbered. Outside margins are wide, 
but inner margins are very narrow. 
Guide words and a letter breakdown 
(e.g., HAL-HAM) are found at the top 
of each page. The book is printed by 
offset. The print, easily readable in 
size, suffers at times from bad inking 
or smearing. Vetails of photographs and 
diagrams are not always clear. The 
binding seems weak; though reinforced, 
the stitching of the first signature of 
the review copy is loosening already 


and the signature is pulling away from 
the rest of the book. The cloth binding 
and buckram spine, in two shades of 
maroon with gold printing on the spine, 
seem adequate. 

Although Webster’s Unified Diction- 
ary and Encyclopedia is described as a 
“work of scholarship,” there are signs 
of careless editing and hasty workman- 
ship throughout the book. It has cer- 
tain values of up-to-dateness, but be- 
cause of poor editing, unsubstantiated 
claims of treatment and scope, and a 
general inaccuracy and unreliability, 
Webster’s Unified Dictionary and Ency- 
clopedia is not recommended. 


Note 


The Subscription Books Committee 
has received inquiries about the New 
World Family Encyclopedia, which is 
being sold on a “book-a-week” plan 
through food stores. Since December 
1953 the Committee has made repeated 
attempts to secure review sets from the 
Standard International Library, Inc., 
Brooklyn 2, New York, publishers, and 
from McKibbin and Sons, Inc., Brook- 
lyn, New York, distributors. On July 
15, 1954, the editor of the work advised 
the Committee that review sets will 
not be made available to the Committee. 








IMPORTANT CHANGE 


tk HE blanket authority previously given to publishers to reprint in full Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin reviews of their own publications is now withdrawn. 
Permission to quote any review in full or in part must be obtained from the 
Publishng Department of the American Library Association. Permission to quote 
a review in full will be granted only to the publisher of the work reviewed. 
Publishers of books or sets recommended herein, wishing to refer to the Sub- 
scription Books Committee’s appraisal of their work, should avoid such state- 
ments as “Recommended (or endorsed) by the A.L.A.” Such a statement falsely 
implies action on the part of the Association. 
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